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NEWS RELEASE

HUMORISTS DON NOVELLO, NANCY CARTWRIGHT, JILL CONNOR BROWNE
TO HEADLINE 2004 ERMA BOMBECK WRITERS' WORKSHOP
DAYTON, Ohio- You've heard the joke about the three guys who walked into a bar.
Here's a new one: Three hundred writers walk into the student union at the University of Dayton.
What's the punch line? There isn't one. The University of Dayton expects 300 humor
and human interest writers from across the country to attend its biennial Erma Bombeck Writers'
Workshop, which will be held March 25-27, 2004.
"Registration has only been open for 24 hours, and we already have more than 50
registrations from 20 states and Canada," said Tim Bete, the workshop's director and a humor
columnist. "Past workshops sold out very early. We expect the 2004 workshop to fill up within
a few months."
The 2004 writers' workshop has an expanded two-day format including more time for
networking and in-depth sessions on topics such as how to find and work with an agent, tips to
improve your humor and human interest writing, how to get syndicated, writing for newspaper,
television and magazines and how to write a killer book proposal. The registration fee is $249.
"We have an incredible line up of speakers," said Bete. "The workshop will feature more
than 25 prominent humor and human interest writers, editors and agents, including New York

Times best-selling authors and Emmy award winners."
Keynote speakers include Jill Connor Browne (New York Times best-selling author of the

Sweet Potato Queens' books), Bruce Cameron (syndicated humor columnist and author of 8 Simple
Rules for Dating My Teenage Daughter which made the New York Times best-seller list and was
turned into a television sitcom starring John Ritter), Karyl Miller (Emmy award-winning writerproducer, who worked with Erma Bombeck on the TV sitcom "Maggie"), Nancy Cartwright
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(the voice of Bart Simpson and author of My Life as a 10- Year-Old Boy) Don Novello (author of

The Lazlo Letters and best known for his Father Guido Sarducci character), Craig Wilson (USA
Today columnist and author of It's the Little Things: An Appreciation of Life's Simple Pleasures),
Patricia Wynn Brown (three-time winner of the James Thurber "My Life and Hard Times" writing
contest) and Allison Hemming (author of Work it!).
Novello and Hemming are graduates of the University of Dayton. Other alumni speakers
include Terry Eberle (executive editor, Florida Today), Allan Walton (assistant managing editor,

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette), Thorn Fladung (managing editor, Detroit Free Press) and Katie Struckel
Brogan (editor of Writer's Market and former associate editor of Writer's Digest magazine). Two
members of the Dayton Daily News- Mary McCarty (award-winning metro columnist) and Ron
Rollins (assistant managing editor for features)- are on the workshop faculty. A complete list
of speakers can be found on the writers' workshop Web site at www.HumorWriters.org.
For three decades, Erma Bombeck celebrated the extraordinary in the ordinary and
chronicled life's absurdities in a syndicated column carried by 700 newspapers prior to her death
of kidney disease in 1996. She credited the University of Dayton with preparing her for life and
work, for making her believe she could write. She graduated in 1949 with a degree in English and
never forgot that she got encouragement as a writer at the University of Dayton.
Bombeck gave back to the University in numerous ways. She served on the board of
trustees from 1984 to 1987; co-chaired with her husband, Bill, the National Alumni Challenge
Campaign during the University's capital campaign in the 1980s; spoke at events on campus,
including a writers' workshop; and participated in advertising and direct-mail campaigns to help
broaden the University's image and recruit students. In 1981, she received an honorary doctorate
from UD, and she was named an honorary trustee in 1988.
"The writers' workshop is a great way to honor Erma's legacy," said Bete. "We think she'd
be happy that we're trying to bring more laughter into the world."
The Erma Bombeck Writers' Workshop is sponsored by the University of Dayton's
National Alumni Association. For more information and to register for the workshop, go to
www.HumorWriters.org.
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